Irukandji: Fact & Fiction

@ trukandjil deaths

Carukia barnesl, the “commaon Irakandji™

Whitsundays Stinger Wﬂ]‘

Wear prolective clathing
+ A& full-longth hyors st reduces numt"ﬁ'
stings by T5%: great sun protection ool
Carry vinegar f
= When you go swimming., boating. tnl.-mt-
tirg: pame beashes provide vinegar
“Don't 8wim alone
sMako surn Someons knows whore rou ofe and
when you sapect to be home
Have access to help il
* Carry mabile phons or VHF radie -
I | doubt, treat it as lrukand)i
+ Boturate ntings with vinegar, m-‘m
stings: il vineger [ unavailable. acidic pead-
wcls j0,g., cOCH coda) be uied but are
less etfective in killing coils
Don’t go back In the water until you're sure you
are nol il (wahl 30 minutes) Sy

Win doubl or in distress, seek help ASAP

-

Irukandji stings ocour arcund the world, Australia leads in pro-active awarenstt and ritk management

@ Irukand]i atings

Myths & Facts

.

* You can't gel stung at the mﬂ.‘lr
islands

“v Summer is the only risk time I'ur
Jeltyfish stings

“* I'm In good health, It won't aflect me

+ lrukandjis wore never here when
| grew wup; ) think this stinger risk
stuff |_'! all just abunch of media’

hype
+ Irukandjis breed in the rivers and

 estuaries, and therefore they are

mostly found close 16 shore
* | don’t use vinegar anymore, it
doesn't stop the pain

_* I've got 1015 ol bedy hair, so Itvnrlﬂ

protect me

TRUE

« Different species of lrukandjis occur
anshore and offtshore

* Stings have been reporied all
months of the year

“* Irukandji ayndrome atiects all

people who are stung

» Accurate medical records since
1943 indicate thal Irukandjis have
been around-a long time

* We do not know where lrukandjis
breed, but it does not appear that
they breed in the rivers

* Vinegar kills invisible stinging cells,
stopping mare sting

= Hairy people and animals still gel”
stung

Malko maxima, a nowly discovered Irukandji

What are the chances?

Theee poophe are kiown Lo have died from
rnikand]l over ths past 100 years worldwide.
While the true number is luely to have besn
sarmiwhal highar, campars this with other routine
aned resteational hasards.

+ Owor 300 propio aro killed sach year by rosd
accicents in Queensiang alane
© Approxinialely 207 people drown n thei uulﬂ
1ha US sach yoar

= Killod by waridwide : 2
* Fatal snake in Australia per year: 1
« Australisn bee stiag deaths 1080 1090: 20

* Australlan EBghtning doaths 19680-1930: 19

« Children drgwaing In UK garden ponds: Byr
* Namber of peopla kibad ot Disnoyland: §
» Bliing fotalitios par yoor in UBAL 34
=Amarican lood allergy deaths: 150-200/ year
* Killed by slecirical cwrrent in USA: BS0.yr
* Kilgd by sccidenisl guniine In UWSA; 1452y
* Killed by food palsoning in SA: S000 yr
* Killed by captive slephants since 1983: 17

“= G in 1000 hearl pationis dics during sex




